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WELCOME 

 
On behalf of the Planning Committee of the Midwest Symposium for Leadership in 
Behavior Disorders we welcome you to the 2017 Conference on Behavior Issues for 
School Leaders. In planning this meeting, we recognize the critical role that competent 
and caring school leaders play in addressing the issues related to student behavior in 
schools. We hope to share with you information and effective practices across a wide 
range of issues and topics, and offer opportunities to network with your colleagues on 
these topics. 
 
As with our earlier conferences we chose the specific topics for this conference based 
on a survey of building leaders - your peers - across our states. Based on that 
feedback, we have continued the pre-conference workshops and the legal workshop 
strand. The 2017 conference marks the twelfth year MSLBD has hosted the Conference 
on Behavior Issues for School Leaders or what began as the Conference for 
Administrators on Behavior Issue (2006-2011). We look forward to getting to know you 
better on Thursday evening at the Hilton Garden Inn Olathe 12080 S. Strang Line Road, 
Olathe, Kansas. Bring your beverage ticket for a free drink and appetizers, 6:00-8:00 
p.m. on the second floor Terrace.  
 
We hope this format meets your needs. Make sure you let us know whether we have hit 
the mark by filling out the Conference Evaluation Form. We also invite you to assist us 
in planning future meetings like this one by completing the Topic Survey Form. This 
form gives us valuable information as we seek to plan topics and sessions that speak to 
your greatest area of need. If you are interested in becoming part of our advisory board 
that will give direct input to the planning committee, please visit with one of our 
committee members. Attendees may request a letter verifying attendance at the 
conference registration desk for submission of continuing education credit.  
 
As you may know, the planning committee also offers a large national conference in 
February for a wide range of professionals who serve students with significant social, 
emotional or behavioral needs. We hope that you will provide information about that 
conference to your staff.  
 
Think, share, discuss and enjoy! 
 
The Planning Committee 

Midwest Symposium 
for Leadership 
In Behavior Disorders

P.O. Box 1683
Manhattan, KS 66505

785/539-5252 
Fax: 785/539-5232

www.mslbd.org

P.O. Box 202 
Hickman, Nebraska 68372 

www.MSLBD.org 
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2017 School Leaders Conference Planning Committee 
 

Marc Benedetto, Co-Chair, Westside Community Middle School, Omaha, Nebraska 
Joan Johnson, Co-Chair, Lee’s Summit School District, Lee’s Summit, Missouri 
Lisa Bowman-Perrott, Texas A & M University, College Station, Texas 
Catherine DeSalvo, Omaha Public Schools, Omaha, Nebraska 
Mark Dierking, Southwest Kansas Area Cooperative District 613, Ensign, Kansas 
Deborah Griswold, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 
Mike Paget, Overland Park, Kansas 
Reece Peterson, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska 
Brian Sims, Pittsburg State University, Pittsburg, Kansas 
Carl Smith, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa 
Richard Van Acker, University of Illinois-Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 
Keri Frey, MSLBD Manager, Hickman, Nebraska 

 
 

Become an Advisory Board Member 
 

Would you be interested in helping the planning committee by providing input regarding 
issues, trends, and topics that you see as being the most relevant to school leaders and 
their behavior management teams? The commitment involves being willing to respond 
to a short survey once or twice a year, occasional invitations to join a conference call 
with our planning committee to brainstorm topics or presenters, and a willingness to 
help MSLBD share announcements about this event with colleagues and professional 
networks. Speak to a member of our planning committee to become involved or share 
your contact information with us at the bottom of your “Future Conference Topics 
Survey”.  
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2017 
PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 

8:00 a.m. – 5:15 p.m.  BEST BUILDING LOBBY 
 
 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   1ST FLOOR BEST BUILDING 
 

 

 
Workshop #2  
  BEST ROOM 130 

 
Workshop #3  

 BEST ROOM 135 
 

 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
    BEST CONFERENCE CENTER 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 12, 2017 
CONFERENCE BEGINS 

 
 
8:00 a.m. – 5:15 p.m.  BEST BUILDING LOBBY 
 
 
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.   BEST CONFERENCE CENTER 
 

2:30 – 2:45 p.m.  BEST BUILDING LOBBY 
 
 
2:45 – 3:45 p.m.  
 
TOPIC A REPEATED 
   BEST RM 125 
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TOPIC B REPEATED 
BEST RM 130

 
TOPIC C NOT REPEATED 

 BEST RM 135 

 
TOPIC D NOT REPEATED  BEST CONFERENCE CENTER 

 
 
3:45 – 4:00 p.m.   
 
 
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.  
 
TOPIC A REPEATED 
   BEST RM 125 
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TOPIC B REPEATED 
BEST RM 130

 
TOPIC E NOT REPEATED 

 BEST RM 135 

 
TOPIC F Social Skill Support Strategies for Learners  

 with High-Functioning Autism BEST CONFERENCE CENTER 

 
 

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.   
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2017 - CONFERENCE CONTINUES 

 
7:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  BEST BUILDING LOBBY 
 
 
7:45 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. Coffee and Bagels  BEST CONFERENCE LOBBY 
 
 
8:15 – 9:30 a.m.   BEST CONFERENCE CENTER 

 
 
9:30 – 9:45 p.m. BREAK  
 
 
9:45 – 10:45 a.m.  
 
TOPIC G 	   BEST RM 135  

TOPIC H  
  BEST RM 130  
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TOPIC I PART 1 

 BEST RM 125 

 
TOPIC J NOT REPEATED  BEST CONFERENCE CENTER 

 
 
10:45 – 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. SET IV - CONCURRENT BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
 
 
TOPIC F   

  BEST CONFERENCE CENTER 

 
TOPIC G 	   BEST RM 135  
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 TOPIC H  
  BEST RM 130  

 

 
TOPIC I PART 2 

 BEST RM 125 

 
 
12:00 p.m.  BEST BUILDING LOBBY 
 
 
12:25 – 1:45 p.m.   BEST CONFERENCE CENTER 

 
 

2:00 p.m.  
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2017 Conference on Behavior for School Leaders 
Presenters 

Andy Campbell 
Lee’s Summit R-7 School District 
Lee’s Summit, Missouri 
 
Catherine DeSalvo 
Omaha Public Schools 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Nicholas Gage 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 
 
Michael George 
George and George Educational 
Consultants 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
 
Trisha Guffey 
University of Missouri 
Columbia, Missouri 
 
Joan Johnson 
Lee’s Summit R-7 School District 
Lee’s Summit, Missouri 
 
Cynthia Lutz Kelly 
Attorney 
Topeka, Kansas 
 
Andrea Kunkel 
Cooperative Council for Oklahoma School 
Administration & Oklahoma Directors of 
Special Services 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 
 
 

Sharif Z. Liwaru 
Omaha Public Schools 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
James “Mike” Meeks 
Boys Town 
Boys Town, Nebraska 
 
Bruce J. Prenda 
Lancaster County Attorney’s Office 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Richard Simpson 
Leawood, Kansas 
 
Jodie Tagel 
Westside Community Schools 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Jason Travers 
University of Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 
 
Amber Wicherski 
Omaha Public Schools 
Omaha, Nebraska 
 
Mitchell Yell 
University of South Carolina 
Columbia, South Carolina 




