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1. Describe a “back to basics” approach to simple, effective data collection

2. Identify 5 ways to measure behavior

3. Receive sample data sheets (sign up for them on the clipboard!)

4. Practice with case examples

* Disclaimer #1: This isn’t a full FBA or assessment training

* Disclaimer #2: Please interrupt me with questions! Just not about specific students ☺





All these data, yet we struggle

to answer the key question:





▪Prioritize behaviors - the fewer the better!

▪Write behavior definitions - with examples and 
non-examples!

▪Use the simplest method that works!
▪Measure quantifiable data (line graph-able)

▪Sensitive to change

▪Matches the behavior





▪ Effective for short, discrete behaviors

▪ Often used for:

▪ Aggression

▪ Self-injurious behavior

▪ Threats

▪ Don’t use for:

▪ Off-task

▪ Behaviors that last varying lengths

▪ Caveat:

▪ Track “episodes” for most kids









▪ Effective for longer behaviors with an obvious onset and offset

▪ Often used for:

▪ Elopement

▪ Prolonged aggression

▪ Tantrums

▪ Restraints and seclusions

▪ Don’t use for:

▪ Off-task

▪ Any behavior that rarely lasts longer than a minute

▪ Consider reporting as 
average duration per day (or week)





▪ Effective when the behavior can only happen under certain conditions

▪ Often used for:

▪ Compliance

▪ Coping skills

▪ Academics

▪ Typically expressed as a percentage

▪ Requires a numerator and a denominator!

“Jack used a coping skill on 32% of opportunities”

“Jill complied with 68% of directions given within 5 seconds”







▪ Effective when it is difficult or impractical to figure out exactly when a behavior 
starts and stops

▪ Estimates a percentage of time

▪ Often used for:
▪ Academic engagement

▪ On-task

▪ Out of seat

▪ Avoid using for:
▪ Discrete, quick behaviors (e.g., aggression)

***Talk to your school psych for ideas***









▪Where would we be if we used these graphs in our meetings?
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smfluke@olatheschools.org

**Remember to

sign up for materials!**


