
Midwest Symposium for Leadership in Behavior Disorders 

2017 Conference on Behavior Issues 
for School Leaders
October 12 & 13, 2017
BEST Conference Center on the KU Edwards Campus | 12604 Quivira Road, Overland Park, Kansas

Visit our new website www.mslbd.org and register today!
Building Leaders and their teams will not want to miss this year’s Conference on Behavior Issues presented by Midwest Symposium 
for Leadership in Behavior Disorders. The program includes two exciting keynote addresses, choice of one three-hour pre-conference 
workshop, breakout sessions, special lunch session, as well as networking opportunities. Don’t miss attending sessions from the special 
strand focused on special education legal issues related to student behavior.

AUDIENCE AND CONFERENCE GOALS
Intended Audience: This conference is designed specifically for Principals, Assistant or Associate Principals, Deans of Students, Lead
Teachers, Behavior Teams, Special Education Directors or Coordinators, and other building leaders.

Conference Goal: The conference will provide practical evidence-based information and practices to effectively improve student
behavior and work effectively with students with behavioral challenges and their families. 

Focus of Sessions: Sessions will be tailored specifically for the needs of building leadership teams who are working to build positive 
student behavior, reform disciplinary procedures, improve school climate and meet the needs of students with behavioral needs in the 
schools. 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2017 | 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM 

Life’s a Pitch! Distinguishing Between Evidence-Based, Unproven, and 
Pseudoscientific Interventions in Special Education
Jason Travers, Ph.D., BCBA-D, Associate Professor, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas

Education is rife with controversial, unproven, and pseudoscientific interventions. Initiatives often are undertaken
based on information provided by publishers that reflect current fads that have limited or unreliable evidence. 
Unfortunately, providing lists of questionable, ineffective, and evidence-based practices is an ineffective deterrent 
because fads emerge with astonishing speed and confusion abounds about the meaning of “evidence-based
practice.” These issues are compounded by slick advertising, enticing testimonials, and bad science and are used 

to promote sensory integration treatments, balanced literacy, and full inclusion, to name a few. This session will provide attendees
with tools to evaluate claims of intervention and program efficacy in order to avoid pseudoscientific and unproven initiatives and
interventions. Prominent myths about teaching and learning will be shared along with ways to distinguish between high and low-
quality evidence and reliable sources when making decisions about an intervention or initiative. A question and answer session will 
follow to allow attendees to share experiences, explore issues, and seek solutions to this complex and important problem.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2017 | 8:15 AM – 9:30 AM   

A Different Perspective, Some Effective Strategies, and a Few Useful Hints 
for Working with Students Having Behavior Problems
Michael George, Ed.D., Director Centennial School of Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

This presentation focuses on children and youth experiencing emotional and behavioral problems in schools and
how school leaders can help them and their families achieve success. The speaker will illustrate how the beliefs, 
values, and assumptions that define a school’s culture guide the goals we establish for children, the curriculum
and interventions we provide them, and the eventual outcomes we will help them achieve. Some common sense
strategies will be shared for working with children and youth with emotional and behavioral problems in schools, 

along with some counter-intuitive but nonetheless effective strategies for facilitating learning and promoting school success. 

THREE-HOUR PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2017 | 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM | Extra fee applies; choose one session to attend, lunch included in fee.  
1. Free Appropriate Public Education from Rowley, Van Duyn, to Endrew:  Implications for School Leaders

One of the greatest challenges facing leaders in special education is ensuring that students with disabilities who are eligible to
receive services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act are provided a free appropriate public education (FAPE). The
blueprint of a student’s FAPE is his or her individualized education program (IEP). Two cases out of the U.S. Supreme Court, Board
of Education v. Rowley (1982) and Endrew F. v. Douglas County School District (2017) addressed the procedural and substantive 
requirements that schools must follow when developing IEPs for students with disabilities. Another important series of FAPE cases, 
such as Van Duyn v. Baker School District (2007), have addressed another aspect of FAPE, the failure to implement a student’s IEP. 
The purpose of this presentation is to examine school leaders responsibilities in ensuring that students’ IEPs meet the procedural 
and substantive requirements of the IDEA and are implemented with fidelity. The attendees will also discuss procedures that can be
used to ensure that IEPs meet these important standards.
Mitchell Yell, Ph.D., Fred and Francis Lester Palmetto Chair of Teacher Education, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South 
Carolina

2. The Administrator’s Role in Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports
The implementation of Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports is successful when administrators, both at the building and 
district level, apply the practices, tools, and framework of PBIS into their daily operations and tasks. This three-hour workshop will
review the administrator’s role within PBIS. With an emphasis on how to ensure effective, efficient implementation while providing 
scheduled time to create and collaborate on the session outcomes. 
Trisha Guffey, Ed.D., Senior Research Associate, University of Missouri-Columbia, Columbia, Missouri

3. Building and Sustaining Behavioral Support: A Tiered Systems Framework
Research suggests that schools can effectively address problem behavior school wide using tiered systems of prevention and 
intervention. This session will provide a theoretical rationale for the tiered systems framework, namely, school-wide positive 
behavior support and describe evidence-based interventions across all tiers: universal (school-wide and classroom), secondary, 
and tertiary. Attendees will receive resources they can take back to their schools and districts for building and sustaining tiered
behavioral supports. 

Nicholas Gage, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Special Education, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida
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PRECONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
If attending a preconference workshop, please indicate your 
1st choice as well as an alternate choice.
___ 1.  Free Appropriate Public Education from Rowley, Van Duyn, to 

Endrew:  Implications for School Leaders 
___ 2.  The Administrator’s Role in PBIS 
___ 3.  Building and Sustaining Behavioral Support: A Tiered Systems 

Framework 

Choose one of the following registration 
options:

After 
Sept. 22

q  Preconference Workshop & Conf.* $295.00 $350.00

q Conference ONLY $255.00 $310.00

q  Preconference Workshop ONLY* $145.00 $200.00

15% discount for teams of three or more will be automatically 
applied to your registration.
Cancellations postmarked on/before September 22 are subject to a 
$35.00 administrative fee, no refunds will be given after September 22. 
Substitutions are permitted without penalty.

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS
q I require an alternate choice for lunch. __________________

PAYMENT
q Check payable to Midwest Symposium
q Agency purchase order enclosed
q Online Registration and Credit Card Payment available 

Midwest Symposium
PO Box 202 | Hickman, NE 68372
402-792-3057 | fax 402-875-6545
manager@mslbd.org | www.mslbd.org

HOTEL RESERVATIONS SHOULD BE MADE 
SEPARATELY

2017 Conference on Behavior Issues for School Leaders

Conference Sponsor
The Midwest Symposium for Leadership in Behavior Disorders (MSLBD) is a non-profit organization that hosted its 35th Annual 
Symposium this past February. MSLBD is proud to sponsor this unique conference for school leaders and their behavior management
teams. The upcoming Symposium will be held, February 22, 23, 24, 2018 at the Sheraton Kansas City Hotel at Crown Center. Nominate 
one of your teachers for the Outstanding Educator Award. Nominations are due November 1. Information about the 2018 Symposium 
and Awards and Stipends can be found online www.mslbd.org.

Receive immediate confirmation of your registration by using our Online Registration system. 
Secure payment with a credit card, purchase order, or by check.  




