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Meet 
Lucas
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Meet 
Gwen

Overview
• Why do students dropout?

• What can schools do?

• What can individuals do?

• School-wide improvement 
planning

• What do we do after students 
dropout?
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Why do students drop 
out?

It’s 
complicated!

Why Students Dropout
• Bullying

• Substance abuse

• Failing grades

• Mental Health Conditions 

• Pregnancy

• Probation/Legal Troubles

• Financial Responsibility

• Grade Retention

• Medical Conditions

• Exclusionary Discipline 

• Truancy 

• Low Academic Expectations

• Gang Affiliation

• Family Responsibility

• Lack of Transportation

• Unaware of Alternatives 

• Dropout of Peers

• School Violence

• Lack of Motivation/Interest

• Family Support for Dropout
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The ABC’s of Dropout 

Attendance

Behavior

Course
Performance

Other Factors That Contribute 
to Dropout  

Socioeconomic Status      
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Other Factors That Contribute 
to Dropout  

School Climate

Other Factors That Contribute 
to Dropout  

Disability Status 
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Why Students Dropout
• Bullying

• Substance abuse

• Failing grades

• Mental Health Conditions 

• Pregnancy

• Probation/Legal Troubles

• Financial Responsibility

• Grade Retention

• Medical Conditions

• Exclusionary Discipline 

• Truancy 

• Low Academic Expectations

• Gang Affiliation

• Family Responsibility

• Lack of Transportation

• Unaware of Alternatives 

• Dropout of Peers

• School Violence

• Lack of Motivation/Interest

• Family Support for Dropout

What can schools do?
Photo credit: http://www.azed.gov/dropout‐prevention/
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Dropout Screening – Early 
Warning Systems
• Data collection system to identify at‐risk students

• Flags key indicators to intervene effectively:
• Attendance
• Behavior 
• Course Performance

• Engagement

• Demographics

• Disability Status
• Grade Retention
• Mobility

Dropout Risk Calculator

Attendance

SES

Course Performance

Disability Status

Behavior

Demographics

Mobility

Engagement

Grade Retention
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Dropout Risk Calculator – Matthew 
Klare (2013)

15
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We have identified students at 
risk…
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What can teachers and school 
staff do?

Increase 
reinforcement!
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What can teachers and school 
staff do?

What can teachers and school 
staff do?

Improve parent 
communication!
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What can teachers and school 
staff do?

What can teachers and 
school staff do?

Academic 
Supports
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School Improvement Planning

School Improvement Planning
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● Teachers concerned 
with parent and family 
involvement

● 73% of teachers and 
70% of parents rated 
home-school 
communication and 
involvement as poor

Parent and Family Involvement

1. Increase 
positive contact

2. Increase 
communication

3.Provide more 
opportunities 
for involvement
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sometimes

Lucas dropped 
out.

Now what?
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Make it easy for them to walk back 
through the door!

Meet our 
students’ 

needs
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YOU are the most important 
intervention!

reconnect inform

Lucas
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Gwen

This image cannot currently be displayed.

Questions?

For more information:

● http://k12engagement.unl.edu

● Email: engagement@unl.edu

● Facebook: Student Engagement Project

● Twitter: @k12engagement



 
 

Dropout Prevention Interventions by Indicator 
 
Below are several examples of strategies that can be used with individual 
students, as well as incorporated into a school-wide improvement 
planning for students at risk for dropping out. Many of these strategies 
(but not all) have documents explaining more about them and others 
available at: http://k12engagement.unl.edu/ 
 

Attendance: 
• Academic Supports 
• Behavior Contract 
• Check-in/Check-out 

• Parent and Family Involvement 
• Reinforcement 
• Staff-Student Relationships 

 
Behavior 

• Behavior Contracting 
• Behavior Monitoring 
• Bullying Interventions 
• Check-in/Check-out 
• Counseling  
• Function-Based Interventions 
• Good Behavior Game 

 

• Mentoring 
• Motivation 
• Parent & Family Involvement 
• Peer Mediation 
• Reinforcement 
• Restorative Practices 
• Wraparound

Course Performance 
• Academic Supports and Tutoring 
• Parent and Family Involvement 

• Reinforcement 

 
Engagement 

• 2 x 10 Strategy 
• Involvement in Extra-Curricular 

Activities 

• Staff-Student Relationships 
• Reinforcement 

 
 
School-wide Dropout Screening 
 
For more information about school-wide dropout screening and examples of dropout screeners, 
please read the School-wide Dropout Screening document available at: 
http://k12engagement.unl.edu/dropout-screening-early-warning 
   
Dropout Recovery 
 
For more information about assisting in recovering 
students who have dropped out, please read the 
Dropout Recovery document available at: 
http://k12engagement.unl.edu/dropout-recovery 
     

http://k12engagement.unl.edu/
http://k12engagement.unl.edu/dropout-screening-early-warning
http://k12engagement.unl.edu/dropout-recovery

